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The Oaklands (Cunard) Estate
Throughout the Victorian period and up until the excavation of the rail cut, the eastern
side of the Northwest Arm was lined with the large estate lots and villas of Halifax’s
public and private sector elite – politicians and judges, merchants, businessmen and
industrialists. They made sure that, at the beginning of the twentieth century, there was
no public access to the Arm between South Street and Point Pleasant Park. For
example, because of their opposition, in 1909 City Council removed from the official
inventory of streets “Armview Drive”, planned to run as a through street from the foot of
Quinpool Road to Inglis Street.
Credit: Nova Scotia Archives and Record Management

Establishing the Estate

The Oaklands estate entrance gates and gatekeeper’s cottage, a two storey Gothic Revival style house known as
“Oakland Lodge”, survive today at the corner of Oakland Road and Robie Street. The impressive iron gates mark the
beginning of a carriage drive that once wound between a boulevard of trees toward the large mansion house. The
heritage designation in place since 2006 in the Canadian Register of Historic Places applies to the building and the land
it occupies.

The grandest of the estates was Oaklands, owned by the Cunard family of steamship
line fame.

C

M

Y

It was the largest estate on the Northwest Arm, with 2,000 feet of water frontage and a
lot depth of 3,500 feet. Samuel Cunard's son William created Oaklands from several
properties, including part of the adjacent Belmont estate of Father of Confederation
John W. Ritchie. Upon completion of the villa in 1864, he moved his family to Oaklands
from his birthplace on Brunswick Street.
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The estate was an experimental farm complete with livestock, outbuildings including
barns, and gardener’s and gatekeeper’s cottages. It became renowned for many
agricultural innovations, including the first large-scale export of grapes from the
province.

Credit: Nova Scotia Archives and Record Management
William Cunard was born the second son of Samuel Cunard in Halifax on
Brunswick Street in 1825. He married the daughter of famous Nova Scotian
judge and author Thomas Chandler Haliburton, having five children that
lived. He died in London, England in 1906.

Subsequent Ownership
William’s older brother Edward died in 1869; as a result William had to leave for London
in 1873 to run the Cunard Line. Soon-to-be premier Philip Carteret Hill (3rd Premier of
Nova Scotia, 1875-1878) bought the property from Cunard, but sold it back to him after
his defeat in the 1878 provincial election and retirement in England.
The commander of British forces in Canada, Lord Alexander Russell, then took over
occupancy. Roderick MacDonald, owner of a Halifax brass foundry and machinist
enterprise, bought the section of the estate north of Oakland Road in 1904, and the
remainder in 1905. The site on which the mansion stood was expropriated for the new
rail cut in 1913.
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Cunard’s mansion measured 90 by 45 feet, had 37 rooms in its three floors and basement, and was made of brick with granite
foundations. It was designed by the firm of Elliot & Busch, a principal of which was Dartmouth-born architect, Henry
Elliot. After the expropriation of the site for the rail cut, F.B. McCurdy bought the building with the intention of moving it to
Marlborough Woods. Before this could happen, it burnt down in December 1914.

The Oaklands estate is shown stretching along the Northwest Arm from South Street south to the future Inglis Street,
and east to Robie Street, in the 1878 H.W. Hopkins City Atlas of Halifax. The driveway curved into today’s Regina Terrace.
Robie Street stopped at the Belmont estate’s driveway, while Oxford Street ended at today’s Oakland Road, along the
estate’s northern boundary. The locations of this interpretative panel and the gatekeeper’s cottage are highlighted.
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